Panelist Biographies
Steve Amick
Steven Amick is the Director of Policy and Partnerships for THINK Together. He has served youth for over 23 years in various direct service and administrative positions within the expanded learning field. He served seven years as a program director with the YMCA of San Diego County before playing in integral role with the San Diego Afterschool Consortium, employed by both the City of San Diego’s Community Services Department (1999-2003) and the San Diego County Office of Education (2003-2007). He became active in the policy field and founded the League of California Afterschool Providers in 2007, serving as its executive director for three years before joining THINK Together. He has been a member of several state and national advisory committees, including Co-Chair of the California Afterschool Network and Vice-Chair of the National Afterschool Association. He lives in Irvine with his wife, a clinical therapist, and their six-year-old son.
Brian E. Fitzgerald

Brian Fitzgerald has been the Recreation Superintendent with the City of Sacramento, overseeing the Sacramento START (Students Today Achieving Results for Tomorrow) Before and After School Programs, since 2007.  The START program currently provides before and after school programs at 33 school sites in the Sacramento area, supporting schools in the Sacramento City, Twin Rivers, Elk Grove and Robla school districts.  The program serves over 4,400 elementary age students daily, providing a safe environment for the students to learn, grow and develop academically, socially, physically and emotionally.  The START program has a strong focus on academic support, character development, physical fitness, nutrition, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math), and creative/performing arts.  START currently has three program sites that have been certified as Healthy Behavior Learning Centers and is in a pilot program to create STEM Learning Centers.

Mr. Fitzgerald received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Recreation Administration from California State University, Fresno in 1994.  He has served on the Mayor’s City and Schools Collaborative; the Parks and Recreation Department’s Sustainability Team and Safety Committee, the California Parks and Recreation Society Conference Planning and Program Committees, and the Sacramento County Office of Education After School Advisory Committee.
Michael Funk

Michael Funk, Director of the After School Division (ASD) for the California Department of Education (CDE), was appointed in January 2012 by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom Torlakson, and was charged with the development and implementation of a strategic plan building upon California’s critical investment in Expanded Learning to create systems and programs that maximize outcomes for children, youth, families, school and communities.  Prior to this role, Michael was the Founder and Executive Director of the Sunset Neighborhood Beacon Center (www.snbc.org) in San Francisco, established in 1996 and regarded as a national model for offering community and afterschool programming rooted in Youth Development.  Michael grew up in Idaho where he earned his teaching credential.  Following that, Michael became an ordained minister, whereas he worked to create social justice ministries to serve the urban and immigrant communities in North America.
Martin Gonzalez

Martin Gonzalez is the Director of the Institute for Local Government.   The Institute is the research and education affiliate of the League of California Cities, the California State Association of Counties and the California Special Districts Association.

Immediately prior to joining the Institute, Martin was an Assistant Executive Director with the California School Boards Association.  Martin also served as a Deputy Director with the Office of Criminal Justice Planning, Deputy Secretary with the Youth and Adult Corrections Agency and Counsel to the Assembly Committee on Public Safety.

Martin holds a bachelor’s degree in political science, a master’s degree in history from U.C. Santa Barbara, and a law degree from U.C. Berkeley.
Brian Lee

Brian Lee is the State Director for Fight Crime: Invest in Kids California, where he has worked on after-school issues since 2000.  Mr. Lee works closely with law enforcement leaders across California to educate policy-makers and the public about the research-based benefits of crime-prevention strategies—including after-school programs, early education, school discipline reform, dropout prevention, and juvenile justice—through legislative days in the Capitol, legislator site visits to state-funded programs, and the publication of reports, news stories, editorials and op-eds. 

Mr. Lee worked closely with Arnold Schwarzenegger's team in the development of Proposition 49, helped draft the legislation creating the 21st Century High School ASSETs program, plays a leadership role in the California Afterschool Advocacy Alliance (CA3), and is the principal author of three reports on California after-school programs, including California’s After-School Commitment: Keeping Kids on Track and Out of Trouble, published in March 2010.

Mr. Lee also served as General Counsel to Senator Herb Kohl on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee, Political Strategy Assistant for the Clinton/Gore'96 Campaign, and as a litigation associate for Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering in Washington, D.C.  Mr. Lee is a graduate of Boalt Hall (UC Berkeley) School of Law and Yale University.  
Sandra L. McBrayer

Sandra McBrayer is the Chief Executive Officer of the Children's Initiative and an internationally known advocate for children, youth and families. The Children's Initiative is a San Diego based child advocacy agency. The Initiative, through collaboration and partnerships with community leaders, schools, businesses, community-based organizations and government agencies develops, enhances and strengthens policy, programs and projects which serve children and youth. 

President Clinton named Ms. McBrayer the 1994 United States Teacher of the Year, and as such she served as a national education ambassador. Ms. McBrayer participates in national and international discussions and debates, addressing issues and concerns facing children and families. She was also the 1993 California and San Diego County Teacher of the Year. 

In 1987, Ms. McBrayer founded and developed the first successful school in the United States for homeless and unattended youth, serving as head teacher for the Homeless Outreach School (now known as Monarch High School) in San Diego until 1996. Ms McBrayer started her teaching career working at Juvenile Hall and with court involved youth. 

Ms. McBrayer has been appointed by California Governors Jerry Brown and Arnold Schwarzenegger to chair the State Advisory Committee for Before and After School Programs and the California State Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention.  Ms. McBrayer is actively involved in numerous local, state and national boards and projects including: Department of Justice – Project Safe Neighborhoods, San Diego Juvenile Justice Comprehensive Strategy Task Force, San Diego Workforce Youth Council, and the First Five San Diego. 

A knowledgeable and inspirational advocate for education, juvenile justice, equity and individual involvement in bettering the lives of children and youth, Ms. McBrayer has been spotlighted on Good Morning America, CNN, Primetime, Lifetime Magazine, and CBS This Morning. Radio interviews have aired on National Public Radio and Voice of America, and she has been featured in USA Today, Los Angeles Times, San Diego Union-Tribune, Christian Science Monitor and as a "Hero for Children" in Ladies Home Journal.
John Rogers

JOHN ROGERS is a Professor at UCLA’s Graduate School of Education and Information Studies and Director of UCLA’s Institute for Democracy, Education, and Access (IDEA).  He also serves as the Vice Chair of the Department of Education and the faculty co-director of UCLA’s Principal Leadership Institute.  Rogers studies the role of civic engagement in equity-focused school reform and civic renewal and the relationship between education and different forms of inequality.  He recently released, It’s About Time, a report that documents the ways that time loss in schools serving high-poverty communities undermines equal educational opportunity.  Rogers also co-leads the “Learning About Inequality” project that examines how high schools across North America engage students in lessons about economic, social, and racial inequality.  John Rogers is the co-author of Learning Power:  Organizing for Education and Justice and co-editor of Public Engagement for Public Education:  Joining Forces to Revitalize Democracy and Equalize Schools.  He is also well-known for his report, Community Schools:  Lessons from the Past and Present .  Professor Rogers received his Ph.D. in Education from Stanford University and his B.A. in Public Policy and African American Studiesfrom Princeton University. 

